Frequently Asked Questions about Parley’s Trail

What is PRATT?  Parley’s Rails, Trails and Tunnels (PRATT) Coalition is a non-profit organization dedicated to developing a non-motorized trail and transportation route from the Bonneville Shoreline Trail at the mouth of Parley’s Canyon to the Jordan River Parkway.  Parley’s Creek Trail is a critical connection in the urban transportation and recreational trail system. 

Who is PRATT?  For more than a decade, planning has occurred for a major east-west connection between the Bonneville Shoreline Trail and the Jordan River Parkway.  In May, 2000 a group of citizens came together to realize the formal beginning of developing the Parley’s Creek Trail.   As the group grew, and as common goals were discovered, the opportunity to put 10 years of planning into action became reality.  The initial small citizen group expanded their membership to include elected officials, agency representatives, and community leaders.  The PRATT Coalition draws its name from an important historical figure in Sugar House, Parley P. Pratt.  The name is also an acronym of Parley’s Rails, Trails, and Tunnels Coalition, a name that describes the task of creating an urban trail.  Today, the partnership includes Salt Lake City, Salt Lake County, South Salt Lake City, various community councils along the corridor, business interests, elected officials, and many agency representatives.

What are PRATT’s goals? 

· Connect communities and neighborhoods to each other and provide non-motorized access to schools, parks, businesses and other community services. 

· Provide long-term support for the development, operation and maintenance of the trail through volunteerism and fundraising efforts.

· Involve the community, landowners, businesses, and government agencies along the trail route in its planning, development and management to create a broad sense of community ownership of the trail.

· Use the trail to educate residents and users about the environment, history, and communities associated with the trail corridor.

What projects has PRATT done?  The coalition supported the Bonneville Shoreline Trail pedestrian and bicycle bridges across Interstate 80 at Parley’s Canyon; the Interstate 215 pedestrian and bicycle bridge connecting the BST to Parley’s Historic Nature Park.; the National Endowment for the Arts Public Works Grant for a design competition to create a separated grade crossing of 1300 East; preservation of Hidden Hollow Natural Area; and bicycle lanes on Sugarmont Avenue in the Sugar House Business District.

What are the benefits of Parley’s Creek Trail?  The Parley’s Creek Trail has the opportunity to reconnect communities, provide access to community destinations, contribute to public health and fitness, reduce vehicular traffic in the center of the metropolitan area, reduce pollution from vehicular traffic, and offer multiple recreation experiences.  The trail will be a non-motorized connection between the north and south sides of Interstate 80, and link eastern and western communities currently separated by Interstate 15.  Residents will be able to access parks, schools, and business districts by bicycle or on foot, without competing with vehicular traffic.  A range of healthy recreation activities will be available on the trail, including bicycling, walking, jogging, and roller blading.

What financial support does the project have?  Parley’s Creek Trail has recently received $10.5 million in federal transportation funding.  This funding requires a 20 per cent local and private match.  Salt Lake City has provided capital funding of nearly $300,000 to initiate the first phase of the project design.  Salt Lake County has listed the project for Zoo Arts and Parks funding in the amount of $2,625,000.  The County funds will not be available until 2007.  Salt Lake County funded a master plan for the project in the amount of $90,000.  Salt Lake City, Utah Department of Transportation, and private donors raised $50,000 to match the National Endowment for the Arts Public Works Grant.

How much will this Project Cost?  The total design and construction project cost estimate based on the Salt Lake County project master plan is approximately $20 million.  Funding currently available or pledged to the project totals $13.5 million.

Can the project go forward without full funding?  The current funding will allow the project to be designed and built from Interstate 215 bicycle and pedestrian bridge at the mouth of Parley’s Canyon to the Sugar House Business district west of 1300 East.  It will also complete pre-design environmental studies for the entire corridor from Parley’s Canyon to the Jordan River Parkway.  Private contributions to the project will expand the reach of the project and allow more trail to be built.

Is it possible to fund specific parts of the project?  Many opportunities exist within the total project to fund specific elements or phases.  Landscaping, lighting, bridges over major streets, wayside educational exhibits, and trailhead parks are examples of features that could be funded by donors.  The city landmark crossing of 1300 East, conceptualized in the National Endowment for the Arts design competition, is an example of a major phase of the project that could benefit from private donation.

How is the PRATT Coalition funded?  The PRATT Coalition is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization incorporated in Utah.  The PRATT membership has supported the operation of the organization for 6 years with small donations.  A few large donations of $1000 or more have been solicited annually to assist the organization’s goals and outreach.

What are the needs of the PRATT Coalition?  In addition to private donations to the design and construction of the Parley’s Creek Trail Project, the PRATT organization needs funding to support the project.  As the project enters the complex process of development, PRATT will continue to have the role of ensuring the vision for the Parley’s Creek Trail, coordinating and facilitating the activities of many agencies, ensuring the intended outcome of private donations, and fundraising to meet project shortfalls.  PRATT is seeking financial support of an executive director.  This proposed position will be the only paid staff of the PRATT Coalition.

Are there needs other than financial?  PRATT is a volunteer organization building success on the energies and ideas of its membership.  PRATT welcomes your support within the community.  PRATT is seeking a capital campaign Board of Directors. 

For more information, go to:  www.parleystrail.org 

